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LANDSCAPES OF VALUE 
ECONOMIES OF PLACE  
 
Welcome and thank you for coming!   
The Society for Economic Anthropology and the Culture and Agriculture Section are pleased 
that you could join us for our, first ever, joint conference!   

The year's conference program attends to the ways in which landscapes and locales have 
been branded, bought, and sold at different places and times, and how regional actors work 
to imagine and institutionalize economic formations less dominated by market logics. It asks, 
what non-monetary values are revealed through people’s relationships to diverse 
landscapes? And what unexpected landscapes do people interface with in their efforts to 
generate, capture, or exchange value? 

We anticipate some excellent discussion related to these questions and many others!  Like all 
SEA annual meetings, the program prioritizes plenary presentations and ample discussion 
for each paper.  This year we have paired two papers in 60-minute blocks.  Each presenter 
will have 20 minutes for presentation and then we'll have 20 minutes as a group to discuss 
the paired presentations.  New this year is a round of lightning presentations!  

We would like to extend our very sincere thanks to keynote speakers Rashid Nuri and 
Madeleine Fairbairn. Our gratitude also goes to Rebecca Dudley and Abdul Ursani for their 
generous and instrumental help in coordinating a virtual conference. Thanks as well to the 
Washington University Department of Anthropology for providing organizational support 
and to our volunteer moderators from the SEA and C&A boards.  And, of course, thanks to 
all our wonderful presenters for sharing your work and insight!  

- Andrea and Brad  
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 
Rashid Nuri: K. Rashid Nuri had a powerful “burning bush” 
revelation while a student at Harvard. The experience set him on a 
global food odyssey, managing agricultural operations throughout the 
U.S., 35 countries in Europe, Asia, and Africa. He also served as Deputy 
Administrator for USDA during the Clinton Administration. Rashid saw, 
up close, the abuses and inefficiencies of Big Ag. His vision of community 
food sovereignty and food equity emerged with full clarity. He brought 
that vision to Atlanta in 2006, founding Truly Living Well Center for 
Natural Urban Agriculture (TLW). TLW became Atlanta’s premier urban 
agricultural organization, growing tons of chemical-free, nutritious food, 
providing jobs, and educating communities about food, nutrition, and 
self-sufficiency. 
 

Madeleine Fairbairn: Dr. Fairbairn is an Assistant Professor of 
Environmental Studies at UC Santa Cruz. She conducts research on the 
political economy of the global agro-food system. Her expertise spans agri-
food systems, environmental sociology, political ecology, globalization 
and development, ownership and access to land. She is particularly 
interested in how transnational economic processes shape access to food, 
land, and other natural resources globally. Her current projects explore 
the financial sector's growing interest in buying farmland, as well as 
the dynamics of the agri-food technology sector. Her first book, Fields of 
Gold: Financing the Global Land Rush, was released in 2020 by Cornell 
University Press and is available open access.  

 



 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE  
 

Thursday March 4 Friday March 5 

9 am 
EST 
 
8 am 
CT 

Opening Address 
(SEA / C&A Leadership) 

 
Sarah Franzen - Embodied Landscapes: 
Race, Place, and Land Rights in the US 
South  

Valuing Forests 
(moderator: Maia Dedrick) 

 
Jodie Dawn Asselin - Paper Forests: 
Political Ecology in the Irish Uplands  
 
Jessica Pouchet - Trees Worth More than 
Gold: Environmental and Human Value in 
a Biodiversity Hotspot 
  

10 am 
EST 
 
9 am 
CT 

Foragers and Farmers in Appalachia 
(moderator: Bram Tucker) 

 
Kandace Hollenbach and Stephen 
Carmody - From Foraging to Farming: 
Domesticating Landscapes in East 
Tennessee 3,000 Years Ago 
 
Katherine Farley - Stealing Wild Roots? 
Conflicts Over Illicit Ginseng Harvesting in 
Appalachia 
  

Agribusiness Extensions 
(moderator: Brandi Janssen) 

 
Hannah Bradley - “Farming the Tundra”: 
Valuing Change in the Opportunistic 
Landscape of an Arctic Alaska 
Agribusiness Frontier 
 
Maron Greenleaf - Producing the Forest: 
Carbon and Commodity Landscapes in the 
Western Brazilian Amazon  

11 am 
EST 
 
10 am 
CT 

Boundary Politics 
(moderator: Daniel Souleles) 

 
Katharina Lange - The Value of the 
Homeland: Land as territory, landscape and 
resource in Kurdistan-Iraq 
 
Nikolaos Olma - Valued Roots: Olive 
Groves, Varying Value Indices, and 
Landscape Transformation in a Cretan 
Village 

Urban Disparities 
(moderator: Allison Truitt) 

 
Jamie Haverkamp - Landscapes of Value 
and Apparatuses of Capture in 
“Abandoned” Spaces Across Geographic 
Divides 
 
Lawrence Ramirez - Upscaling the 
Necropolis: Urban Cemetery Spaces 
Under Gentrification Pressures 
  

12 pm 
EST 
 
11 am 
CT 

Waste & Revaluation (1) 
(moderator: Cindy Isenhour) 

 
Andrew Ofstehage - (Waste)landscapes in 
the Acid Lands. 
 
Ishani Saraf - Cure, Care, and Concrete 
Work: Bodies, Machines, and Value in 
Delhi's Scrap-scape  

Waste & Revaluation (2) 
(moderator: Kristin Phillips) 

 
Brieanne Berry- Circular Economies of 
Place.  
 
David McDermott Hughes - Sublime 
Renewables: Learning to Love the Spanish 
Landscape of Wind Power  



 

1 pm 
EST 
 
12 pm 
CT 

Schneider Prize Presentation &  
SEA Business Lunch 

 
Tali Ziv - Finessing the System: On the 
Racialization of U.S. Urban Informality 

Keynote Presentation II 
(discussant: Hilary King) 

 
Rashid Nuri - “Growing out Loud”  

2 pm 
EST 
 
1 pm 
CT 

Netting Prize Presentations &  
C&A Business Lunch 

 
Noha Fikry - Pigeon-Rearing and Food-
Preparing: Rooftops as Spaces of Nurturance in 
Contemporary Egypt 
 
*Bradley Jones – Skilled Landscapes: Towards 
a Political Ecology of Agricultural Skilling  

3 pm 
EST 
 
2 pm 
CT 

Food Production & Place (1) 
(moderator: Melissa Beresford) 

 
Emma McDonell – Quinoa’s Failed 
Differentiation: Rethinking the Place-Based 
Product 
 
Amanda Hilton - Protected Geographical 
Indication of Love? The Parallel Lifeworlds of 
Sicilian Olive Oil 

Food Production & Place (2) 
(moderator: Emma McDonell) 

 
Yuson Jung - What is a Landscape’s Value? 
Wine Classification, Terroir, and the Cultural 
Economies of Place 
  
Emily Reisman - Uprooting Turrón: political 
economy and the malleable materiality of a 
Protected Geographical Indicator  

4 pm 
EST 
 
3 pm 
CT 

Scarcity and Value 
(moderator: Joanne Baron) 

 
Tanya Matthan - Valuing Loss: lndex 
Insurance and the Calculation of Crop Yield in 
Rural India 
 
Rachel Horowitz - Valuing the Ubiquitous: 
Resource Availability and Landscape Value 
among Classic Period Maya of Western Belize 

Decolonizing Landscapes 
(moderator: Cindy Isenhour) 

 
Paola Andrea Sanchez Castaneda - 
Urban Indigenous Landscapes: The 
Reindigenization Process of the Muisca of 
Suba 
 
Bianet Castellanos - Indigenous Urbanism: 
Contesting Values of Land in Cancún, Mexico  

5 pm 
EST 
 
4 pm 
CT 

Lightning Talks  
 

Eduard Fanthome - Landscapes of 
Resistance: Hierarchy in Landscapes of Value 
 
Rebecca Dudley - Materializing Value: Tracing 
Governmental Support in Precision Agriculture  
 
Matthew Archer - Sustainability and the 
Standardization of the Unstandardizable  
 
Ellen Platts - Navigating the Creative City of 
Gastronomy  
 

Social Hour  



 

Megan Styles - Hemp Dreams: Farmers' 
Experiences Cultivating a New (Old) Crop 
 
Aneil Tripathy - Landscapes of Value in an 
Office Place  
 
Gebby Keny - How Plants Become Bits: The 
Politics of Harmful Algal Bloom Mitigation in 
Lake Erie  
 
Christine Jeske - Kwabelungu:  "The Place of 
the White People"  
 
Dawn Rivers - The Layered Essence of Place 
in Self Employment   

6 pm 
EST 
 
5 pm 
CT 

Capital and Peasantries 
(moderator: Andrew Ofstehage) 

 
Matthew Abel - Brazil's Northern Arc: 
Transnational Grain Trading and the Forest's 
New Fate 
 
Zhifang Song - Redefining the Rural: The 
Transformation of Land Value in a North China 
Village  

Coasts / Seascapes 
(moderator: Richard Wallace) 

 
Ryan Anderson - Too Valuable to Retreat: 
The Politics of Sea Level Rise, Managed 
Retreat, and Coastal Property Values 
 
Oviya Govindan - Arriving at Coastal 
Landscapes: Moral Ecologies and Industrial 
Value  

7 pm 
EST 
 
6 pm 
CT 

State and Place 
(moderator: Nora Haenn) 

 
Katie Ulrich - Examining Brazilian Sugarcane 
Extraction through Comedy Routines, Webinar 
Technical Issues, and a Stuffed Animal Yeast 
 
Kristin Phillips - The Future Sits in Places: 
Electrification, Infrastructure, and the Landscape 
of Value in Tanzania  

Identity and Real Estate 
(moderator: Laura Cochrane) 

 
Tariq Rahman - Landscapes of Rizq: Islam, 
Masculinity, and Speculative Real Estate in 
Lahore 
 
Rachael Stephens - Mapping the sensory 
topographies of property valuation: Race, real 
estate, and school finance inequality in 
Greater Hartford, Connecticut  

8 pm 
EST 
 
7pm 
CT 

Keynote Presentation I 
(moderator: Bradley Jones) 

 
Madeleine Fairbairn – Just Another Asset 
Class?: Farmland as a Financial Investment 
  

Conference Closing 
 

Brad Jones & Andrea Rissing - SEA 
closing sessions invite all attendees to 
collectively identify key themes and 
cooperative paths for moving forward 

9 pm 
EST 
 
8pm 
CT 
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