
 
GUIDED FIELD VISIT 

 
With artisan and other popular economy workers 

in Nueva San Salvador, an urban peripheral neighborhood of Puebla 
 

June 5, 2025  8am-3pm 
 

$40 transportation and lunch included 
Please sign up when you register on the AAA portal 

 

Join us for a field visit to the Nueva San Salvador colony in the outskirts of Puebla, an urban 
peripheral area where corn fields, factories and maquilas operate coexist, as well as artisan 
talavera and onyx workshops. In the 1960s, Mazatec women from Oaxaca had begun to 
migrate to Puebla for employment in domestic work, many as children and adolescents. 
When the coffee crisis hit Oaxaca in the 1970s, coinciding with Puebla’s industrial boom, 
more Mazatecs from the San Lorenzo de Cuaunecuiltitla community in Oaxaca began to 
arrive to the city. 

Yet gendered and racialized barriers limited access to factory work, and many men found 
viable alternatives in the artisan trades in marble, onyx and talavera, eventually 
establishing workshops that grew along with Mexico’s tourist trade. More recently, 
however, their work has been unable to compete with cheaper Chinese imports, and only 
five workshops remain in operation today. 

  

Image 1: Onyx and marble artisan 
 

https://my.americananthro.org/NC__Event?id=a0lUO000002wCinYAE


 

As part of our guided trip to Nueva San Salvador by Hugo Carrera, led by local Mazatec 
linguist and researcher, we will visit one of these workshops to learn about the artisans' 
work and hear their stories. We will also be hosted by Guadalupe Guerrero, who like many 
of her neighbors, have started small businesses that link support networks that are both 
local and extend to the Mazateca highlands. We will seek to understand how families in 
Nueva San Salvador have transformed their livelihoods in response to significant changes 
in national and international contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Image 3: View of the New Salvador colony  

behind the Popocatepetl volcano 
 

 
Image 2:  Mazatec woman prepares Chiles en Nogada 

 


